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	Purpose:
	The purpose of this policy is to guide the Educators of Wahroonga After School Care Centre Inc. to engage in environmentally sustainable work practices.



Policy Statement
The Centre aims to increase awareness of environmental responsibility for children, Educators and families. We recognise the importance of protecting the environment and aims to minimise the environmental impact of the service’s operations.

Routines
The Centre will encourage children and Educators to share and engage in sustainable practices. We do this with the aim of developing awareness of the need to protect the planet and its future for the generations to come.

We aim to make the following part of the Centre’s routine:
· Recycling
· Gardening
· Using recycled material for craft and drawing
· Sustainability to be included in newsletters
· Saving leftover water to use in the garden.
· Turning off taps, light switches etc. when not in use.
· Sustainability will be embedded in the program including discussions with the children and families, articles in the Centre newsletter and encouraging children and families to come up with ideas to improve the sustainability in the service.

Work Practices 
Within the Centre’s management and Educators we will aim to incorporate the following into our practices and procedures: 
Identify and manage environmental risks associated with work activities to minimise their impact on the environment. 
Consider sustainability issues when making environmental planning and managing decisions.
Re-use containers, packaging or recycled materials, wherever possible.
Recycle material into useable products, wherever possible.
Make double-sided copies when printing and photocopying.
Use electronic communication and media whenever possible.
Use the blank side of used paper for notepaper or children’s drawing where possible.
Minimise wastage going down the drain.
Keep up to date with your local council on sustainable practices in the local community. 
For waste that can't be avoided, reused or recycled
Reduce the volume e.g. crush boxes.  
Separate rubbish types.
· Use these strategies to minimise energy wastage:
Maintain air-conditioning at a constant temperature of no more than 23ºC. Have filters cleaned regularly. 
Close blinds or curtains to minimise heat build-up during the summer.
Open blinds or curtains when in rooms for natural lighting. 
Switch off equipment overnight wherever possible.
Repair malfunctioning utilities (e.g. leaking taps) as soon as possible.
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Considerations:

	Education and Care Services National Regulations
	National Quality Standard
	Other 

	r108
r110
r 113
s 168

	1.2,
3.2, 
5.2

	· Providing a Child Safe Environment Policy
· Interactions with Children Policy
· My Time Our Place
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