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	Purpose:
	The purpose of this policy is to ensure supervision and safety practices are adhered to when near large volumes of water and or working or playing with water.
This policy relates to water play, excursions in and near water, hot water, drinking water and hygiene practices with water in the Centre environment.  Children will be supervised at all times during water play experiences.



Policy Statement

The Centre aims to ensure all precaution and safety regulations are adhered to when near volumes of water. We aim to plan experiences which will encourage children to explore,experiment and understand the safety concerns and the benefits that surround water play.   
 
Procedure
Children will be educated on water safety and its associated risks by Educators before during and after experiences.  Children will collaborate with Educators and be involved in decisions and discussions about water safety practices in the Centre. 
Water for drinking
The children will be provided with clean drinking water at all times.  This water will be supervised to ensure that it is safe and hygienic for consumption.  The drinking water containers will be securely sealed to prevent spills and to the ensure hygiene. Educators will monitor and assist children and refill the water container as required.

Collected Water
The outdoor environment will be checked regularly for hazardous puddles and drains after rain. Any areas that have pools of water will be eliminated from the children play area. When rain occurs during the day, outdoor play areas will be rechecked for safety and play areas eliminated where pools of water have formed.

Water Play Activities
Educators will ensure water troughs, wading pools, sprinklers or containers for water play are well supervised at all times and containers or troughs emptied onto garden areas after use. Educators will not leave the area unattended for any reason. Children will these experience to experiment and play with water and will be reminded of the safety and health issues that surround water. Educators will ensure
· Play water is for playing  not drinking
· Never leaving large amounts of water unattended
· Buckets used in the Centre will be emptied immediately after use.  No buckets will be left in play areas or accessible to children whilst containing water.
· Children will be instructed in the safe use of equipment used during water-based activities, for example, slip and slide, water pistols, bubble machines, etc.
School Pools
Wahroonga After School Care Centre premises are located adjacent to two swimming pools. The pools are fenced and gates locked at all times.  For an occasion when the Centre may include use of the pools for summer vacation care or a water activity, the Centre will seek permission from parents and a risk assessment will be done and this will inform our decision regarding the Educator to child ratio for the duration of the activity.

Excursions, Swimming and Immersed Water Play
The service recognises the risks posed by large volumes of water and will ensure that risks and safety issues are identified and every precaution is taken to ensure children are able to experience water-based excursions and incursions (swimming and immersed water play) safely. Risk assessments will be carried out for all water-based excursions (please refer to the centre’s Excursion Policy). Permission from families will authorise the child to take part in the water based excursion.

For all excursions and incursions located in or near bodies of water, the Supervisor will ensure;
· Based on the risk assessment Educators will be rostered as to provide adequate supervision around water.
· All Educators attending the excursion will have a current first aid certificate and be competent in CPR. All Educators have read the current risk assessment for the activity and excursion  and are aware of the hazards, safety requirements and the water competency of the children they are escorting
· The pool area is secure  and locked  and no children will enter the pool area without an Educators

The Centre and Supervisors will consider the following factors before organising a large volume water activity.
· Numbers, ages and abilities of the children
· The experience, knowledge , skill and number of  available  first aid qualification  Educators

Accessibility and visibility of these areas to ensure adequate supervision can occur
· Risks and hazards to children Educators and  environment  to pursue the experience
· Educators’ knowledge of each child and each group of children

Hot Water – Storage, Access and Use
· The Co-ordinator is responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the hot water system.
· Educators will only consume hot drinks in a thermal mug with a secure lid to stop spillages
· Hot water signs will be placed above taps to remind children to that the tap could be hot.
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Considerations:
	Education and Care Services National Regulations
	National Quality Standard
	Other 

	r99
r100-103
r 168
s 165,
s167
s169
	2.3
	· My Time, Our Place Framework
· WHS Act 2012
· Royal Life Saving Association
· Centre Risk Assessments 
· Department of Education Policies  
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