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	Purpose:
	To enrich the Educator’s, children’s, and family’s knowledgeable and appreciation for the natural environment through interactions with animals in our care. Successful management of these animals involves supporting the children through educational opportunities while simultaneously promoting animal welfare and wellbeing. 



Policy Statement

Our Centre is committed to fostering a learning environment that nurtures children's curiosity and appreciation of the interdependence between people, plants, animals, and the land. Our centre provides animal care opportunities that develop and enrich skills and knowledge, but also strengthens respectful attitudes towards others, the environment, and animals. Our approach aims to engage children in meaningful interactions with nature and animals to promote a sense of stewardship. 

Our centre understands and supports the respectful treatment of animals in our care. We strive to ensure the welfare and wellbeing of the animals and wider natural environment is upheld and promoted, as our duty of care extends to them too. 

Procedures
The decision to keep a pet or have animals visit the Centre will be made by the Coordinator and/or Educational Leader, based on an observed need or value to the children.  
The Coordinator will inform families of the decision and the purpose and benefits of introducing animals into the Centre. 
A risk assessment will be conducted on potential risks, hazards and concerns associated with animals in the Centre and a procedure will be implemented in collaboration with children, Educators, and interested families. The risk assessments will outline the risks identified and the management strategies in place to mitigate and eliminate the risks. 
The Coordinator will consult with parents to determine special considerations needed for children whose immunity is compromised, or who have allergies or asthma.

Educators will:
· If necessary, establish an animal management zone where interactions with the animals can be better supervised and regulated. This will allow child safety and animal wellbeing to be upheld. 
· Ensure that supervision is maintained to ensure the health and safety of the children is paramount. 
· Ensure that everyone in the Centre treats all animals humanely and with respect. 
· Ensure hand washing procedure is followed immediately after contact with animals, animal products, feed, and/or animal environments.
· Ensure that all animals in our care are enclosed appropriately when there is the potential for external dangers from outside animals.
· Ensure that any outside animals visiting the Centre are appropriately controlled by their handlers. This may involve containment in cages, use of leashes, or other handling methods that guarantees safety and compliance with our Centre's standards.
· Providers offering animal incursion services are required to present a detailed risk assessment for their service and animals prior to their visit. This assessment must outline the specific control measures and safety protocols in place to mitigate any potential risks during their visit to the Centre.
· Ensure and remove animals and their related items from areas where food and drink are prepared or consumed.
· Clean and disinfect all areas where animals have been present. Children should only perform this task under adult supervision.
· Obtain appropriate veterinary care if and when necessary and ensure the animals are kept immunised, clean and free of intestinal parasites, fleas, ticks, mites, and lice.
· Ensure that a procedure is in place for the care of animals over the weekend, public holidays, and school development days.
· Consider the season and natural wildlife when programming activities and ensure spot checks are performed regularly.  
· Follow the Centre’s policies in relation to risk assessment, providing a child safe environment and/or any incidents or injuries sustained as a result of an interaction with an animal.

Minimising risk to health and safety
The mouths and claws of all animals carry bacteria that can cause infections in flesh around a bite, and eventually, if untreated, may spread into the bloodstream. The following preventative measures will be followed to help minimise risk to health and safety from contact with animals:

· A vet will treat animals that are ill or thought to be ill.  (An animal that is irritable, because of pain or illness, is more likely to bite or scratch.)
· All children will be supervised when they have contact with animals. Children should be discouraged from putting their face close to animals or playing with animals while animals are eating.
· Do not allow animals to contaminate sandpits and vegetable gardens. 
· Gloves will be worn when handling animal faeces, emptying litter trays and cleaning cages.
· Avoid touching any wild or dangerous animals.
· Children and Educators must wash their hands thoroughly after touching animals and cleaning their cage/litter trays.  
· Seasonal risks to children Educators and the community:
· Magpies Swooping - Educators will restrict access to nesting areas.
· Brush turkeys – are generally wary of humans but children will be encourage not to chase or feed the brush turkeys. During nesting season any nest located with the boundaries of the centre will be taped off and the play area will be out of bounds.
· Fleas - can infect both animals and humans, if a flea haven is found the Educators will isolate the areas and dispose or follow the hierarchy of risk control to eliminate.
· Ticks – are attracted to humidity, so in the warmer humid months Educators will limit the times exploring in the bush. If Educator and children go into the bush during this period they will be remind to check their cloths and body.
· Spiders – are prevalent in the spring and summer months, Educators will check areas and remind children not to touch any spiders. Educators will either try to relocate the spider, if safe to do so, or tape the area off. 
· Snakes – whilst uncommon on school grounds, the extensive bushland nature of the school could act as a home for snakes which could pose serious threats. If spotted, educators will respond urgently to the threat by removing all children from its proximity and contacting relevant animal support authorities to relocate the threat.  

All health and safety risk to children, families and Educators will be communicated via email, daily communication and discussion with children at afternoon tea time. 
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	· Staying Healthy in Child Care
· Companion Animals Act 1998
· Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979
· Risk Assessments
· Administration of First Aid policy
· Dealing with Infectious Diseases policy 
· Injury, Illness, Incident and Trauma policy
· Providing a Child Safe Environment policy



	
	AXP Internal
	Page 2 of  2



image1.jpeg




