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	Purpose:
	The purpose is to facilitate a self-determining environment for children to facilitate and foster their need for independence whilst attending the Centre.




Policy Statement
The Centre aims to provide experiences that facilitate independence, foster social skills and encourage children to undertake quiet self-directed activities and reflection whilst maintaining the safety and wellbeing of all children. 

We aim to increase understanding of responsibility of the child both individually and in peer group settings as well as creating strong, respectful reciprocal relationships between Educators and children.

Procedures:

The Supervisor
The Supervisor of the day and Educational Leader will consider the following when making a decision on the level of supervision required for an activity to ensure it is adequate:
· The children’s age and abilities;
· The ability of the children to exercise appropriate decision making whilst still feeling comfortable without direct supervision;
· The accessibility to an Educator;
· Facilitation of activities and the location of activities;
· The Centre’s policies including but not limited to, Child Safe Environments, Child Protection, WHS and Risk Assessment;
· Children and families will be made aware of the minimal supervision and be handed a copy of this Policy.

The rostered or nominated Educators 

· The Educators will regularly check and monitor activities (no more than 15 minutes apart).
· They will sign off on the supervision spot check form (see appendix 1 time, set up check for hazards and their removal of /or management of hazards).
· Activities that involve the use of cooking appliances and/or hazardous equipment (tools or chemicals) will not be permitted in these environments without the correct supervision ratio.
· Educators will communicate with the children so they will be aware of who the overseeing Educator is and will be clear on the boundaries and rules for the area. 
· Children will be reminded of the behavioral expectations and the responsibilities expected each time a minimal supervision environment is set up. 
· When the activity is in an indoor environment the door will remain ajar and blinds left open.






The Children

· Children will be involved in discussions regarding programmed activities to respect their sense of autonomy and their growing   independence.
· They will be involved in how activities  are run and the level of supervision will be negotiated between the  children and Educators 
· The activities will be flexible, child directed and focused.

The Centre

· The Centre’s policies on Providing a Child Safe Environment, Child Protection, Programming and Evaluation of Written Programs, WHS including risk assessment will all be followed in conjunction with this Policy.

CONSIDERATIONS:

	Education and Care Services National Regulations
	National Quality Standard
	Other

	r87
r100-102
r 115, r120
r166
r168
r176
	2
3
4
5
	· My Time Our Place
· Providing a Child Safe Environment Policy 
· Supervision of Children Policy
· ACEQUA
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