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	Purpose:
	The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the Centre's use of social media and its associated persons.
 


 
Definition:
Cyberbullying is a form of harassment or intimidation that takes place online or through digital communication channels. It involves using electronic devices and technology, such as social media platforms, messaging apps, email, and online forums, to deliberately target and harm individuals by spreading rumours, sharing embarrassing or threatening messages, posting hurtful comments, or engaging in other forms of abusive behaviour.
 
 
Policy Statement:
Wahroonga After School Care is dedicated to being a secure, caring and supportive place for children, families and staff. We recognise that the rise of digital communication has introduced new challenges, including the potential for cyberbullying. We take this issue seriously and strive to prevent and address any cyberbullying incidents within our community.
 
 
Procedures:
1.      Prevention and Education:
1.   	Educators and children will be able to openly discuss the nature of cyberbullying, its effects, and how to recognise it.
2.   	The centre will create opportunities for discussions about being responsible for our online behaviour.
2.      Reporting Mechanism:
1.   	We encourage open communication and provide clear procedures for reporting cyberbullying incidents. Children and families can report concerns to staff members without fear of retaliation.
3.      Response and Support:
1.   	All reports of cyberbullying will be taken seriously and investigated promptly. The Centre will provide support to affected children and work with families to address the situation.
4.      Collaboration with Families:
1.   	Educators will engage families in conversations about cyberbullying and encourage them to monitor their children’s online activities.
2.   	We will provide resources and guidance to help families foster a safe online environment at home.
5.      Review and Improvement:
1.   	This policy will be reviewed regularly to ensure its effectiveness and to incorporate new strategies as needed.
By fostering a culture of respect and empathy, Wahroonga School Care aims to create a safe and supportive environment where all children can thrive online and offline. We are committed to working with children, families, and the community to combat cyberbullying and promote positive digital interactions.
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	·         Technology Policy
·         Privacy Policy
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