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	Purpose:
	The purpose of this policy is to provide clear guidelines for the management of medical conditions and the administration of medication at Wahroonga After School Care. This policy ensures that children with medical conditions are supported, and their health and safety are prioritized while participating fully in the program. 


Policy Statement:
Wahroonga After School Care is dedicated to creating a safe and supportive environment for all children, including those with medical conditions such as asthma, anaphylaxis, diabetes, and other allergies. Our staff will work closely with children, families, Wahroonga Public School, and relevant health professionals to manage these conditions. We aim to foster a sense of wellbeing, connectedness, and belonging for every child in our care, adhering to the principles outlined in "My Time, Our Place" (1.2, 3.1, 1.4). Medications will only be administered in accordance with National Law and Regulations, ensuring strict adherence to safety protocols and respect for family confidentiality

Procedures:
A) Dealing with Medical Conditions
· Notification and Documentation:
· Families are required to record and inform the Centre of any medical conditions their child may have at the time of enrolment. A discussion regarding the condition will take place with the Nominated Supervisor.
· The Centre will provide the family with a copy of this policy as required by Regulation 91.
· Medical Management Plans:
· For specific or long-term medical conditions such as asthma, anaphylaxis, or diabetes, the Centre requires the completion of an individual Medical Management Plan. This plan must be developed in consultation with the child’s doctor and family.
· The Medical Management Plan will outline the management of the child’s condition within the Centre environment, including the administration of medication, and will be followed during any incident related to the child's health.
· If a child has an allergy, the family must supply information from a doctor explaining the potential effects of exposure and how Educators can assist the child if exposure occurs.
· Specific to each condition:
· Asthma: Parents/guardians must provide the necessary asthma medication, including inhalers and spacers.
· Diabetes: Parents/guardians must provide a glucose meter with test strips, insulin pumps, necessary consumables, and hypo treatment foods/drinks. Continuous monitoring tools such as a mobile phone may also be required.
· Anaphylaxis: Parents/guardians must supply an EpiPen, Anapen, or other prescribed emergency medication. An anaphylaxis management plan, including emergency response protocols, will be strictly adhered to.
·  Risk Minimisation Plan and Communication Plans:
· A risk minimisation plan and communication plan will be developed for each child with a medical condition. This plan will involve collaboration with the child’s doctor, family, school teachers, and other relevant professionals.
        It ensures effective coordination and information-sharing among  Educators,            parents/guardians, and health professionals. It will outline protocols for documenting and communicating medical conditions, administering medications, and managing medical incidents. The plan will be reviewed and updated regularly to reflect any changes in the child’s care requirements.
· Self-Medication:
· Where a child is permitted to self-medicate, this must be detailed in their Medical Management Plan, provided by the child’s doctor. The plan will include recommended procedures for recording that the medication has been administered.
· An exception is made for asthmatics, where the child may carry their own asthma medication with parental permission. The child should report to an Educator after using the puffer, and a record will be maintained of the medication administration.
· Staff Training:
· Specific training will be provided to all Educators to ensure they can effectively implement the Medical Management Plans. This includes training on the use of EpiPens, asthma inhalers, insulin pumps, and other necessary medical devices.

B) Administration of Medication
· Prescription Medication:
· Prescription medication will only be administered to the child for whom it is prescribed, from the original container bearing the child’s name and a current use-by date. Non-prescription medication will not be administered unless authorized by a doctor.
· Medication must be given directly to an Educator, not left in the child’s bag, and will be stored securely, clearly labelled, and kept out of reach of children.
· Emergency Administration:
· In the event of an emergency, such as an asthma or anaphylaxis attack, medication will be administered without prior authorization if necessary. However, parents and emergency services will be notified as soon as possible after the event.
· In emergencies requiring verbal consent to administer medication, the Centre will provide written notice to the family as soon as practical after the administration.
· Verification and Record-Keeping:
· Before administering medication, an Educator with a current First Aid Certificate will verify the correct dosage and identity of the child with another Educator, who will witness the administration.
· After administering the medication, the Educator will record the details on the medication form, including the name of the medication, date, time, dosage, and the names and signatures of the administering and verifying Educators.


Review and Training
· The Medical Conditions and Administration Policy will be reviewed annually or as needed to ensure it remains current and effective.
· Ongoing training will be provided to staff to ensure they are competent in administering medication and responding to medical emergencies, with a focus on conditions such as asthma, anaphylaxis, and diabetes.






Considerations:
	Education and Care Services National Regulations
	National Quality Standard
	Other 

	r90-96
r 178
r 181-184
 s167, 173
	2.1
6.2  
6.3
	· Individual Medical Management Plans and corresponding resources.
· My Time, Our Place.
· Individual Medical Management Plans and corresponding resources.
· Management of Incident, Injury, Illness and Trauma Policy 
· My Time, Our Place
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